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Objectives

• Deliver at least 100 climate-neutral and 

smart European cities by 2030;

• Ensure that these cities act as 

experimentation and innovation hubs 

to put all European cities in a position to 

become climate-neutral by 2050.

Associated countries

EU27
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Mission label

Mission platform

• Run by the NetZeroCities consortium

• Tailor-made technical, regulatory and 

financial advice

• R&I demonstrators

• Twinning and mutual learning

Climate City Contracts

• Including (1) political and stakeholder 

commitments, (2) cross-sectoral climate 

action plan and (3) investment strategy

• Innovative city governance and citizen 

engagement

• Involvement of European, national and 

regional level

• Synergies with other programmes

• Help with access to funding and financing

Main elements of the Mission

Horizon Europe

Portfolio of R&I projects
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Launches the city’s journey to become climate-neutral by 2030

Both a document and a process for iterative co-creation with 

stakeholders at various governance levels and local ecosystem

CLIMATE CITY CONTRACT (CCC)

Commitments

Action

Plan

Investment 

Plan

CCC

TEMPLATES

Read the CCC 

of the ‘labelled’ cities 

HERE

https://netzerocities.app/knowledge-ccc
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Mission Platform – The NetZeroCities consortium
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Mission Platform Portal: over 4 000 

users, 200 cities and 170 groups

Climate Transition Map – an interactive guide to the different phases and steps of 

the journey to climate neutrality, linking to corresponding resources

Knowledge Repository – includes 700+ curated entries grouped under 40 tags  

allowing users to scout innovation and explore new opportunities

City Dossiers – a detailed dataset on the city’s vision, GHG emissions, investment 

needs, capacity building priorities, stakeholders, collaborations, skills and barriers

Finance Guidance Tool – based on a questionnaire that helps cities define their 

financing needs and filter the types of funding that are appropriate
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PILOT CITIES PROGRAMME link

TWIN CITIES are paired with pilot cities based on shared 

interests for onsite visits and expert advice over 18 months

  1st cohort: 40 twin cities from 20 countries

  2nd cohort: call closed on 7 June 2024

  3rd cohort: call to open in September 2024

TWINNING LEARNING PROGRAMME link

PILOT CITIES test and implement innovative approaches to 

rapid decarbonisation over a two-year period

      1st cohort, 2022 call: 25 pilots, 53 cities from 21 countries 

      2nd cohort, 2023 call: 22 pilots, 26 cities from 16 countries

      3rd cohort, 2024 call: 21 pilots, 25 cities from 12 countries

https://netzerocities.eu/pilot-cities-programme/
https://netzerocities.eu/twin-cities-cohort-1-2023/
https://netzerocities.eu/2024/04/08/ambitious-cities-invited-to-connect-with-peers-and-apply-to-eu-climate-neutral-and-smart-cities-mission-twinning-learning-programme/
https://netzerocities.eu/twinning-learning-programme/
https://netzerocities.eu/pilot-cities-cohort-1-2022/
https://netzerocities.eu/pilot-cities-cohort-2-2023/
https://netzerocities.eu/pilot-cities-cohort-3-2024/
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53 Mission Labels awarded so far

European Week of Regions and Cities, 12 October 2023

Sønderborg, Denmark Mannheim, Germany Klagenfurt, 

Austria Madrid  Valencia  Valladolid  Vitoria-Gasteiz  

Zaragoza, Spain Cluj-Napoca, Romania  Stockholm, 

Sweden

European Research & Innovation Days, 21 March 2024

Ioannina  Kalamata  Kozani  Thessaloniki, Greece

Heidelberg, Germany Leuven, Belgium  Malmö, Sweden 

Espoo  Lahti  Lappeenranta  Tampere  Turku, Finland 

Pécs, Hungary Barcelona  Seville, Spain  Izmir, Türkiye

Guimarães Lisbon, Portugal  Florence Parma, Italy

Marseille  Lyon, France  Limassol, Cyprus
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Examples of synergies with other EU programmes

- Connecting Europe Facility: All relevant calls that opened in September 2022 for projects on the TEN-T network (in 

total more than EUR 5 billion)  include participation in the Cities Mission as an award criterion under “priority and urgency”; to be 

carried on in future calls. So far, EUR 75 million have benefited Mission cities.

- LIFE Strategic Integrated Projects - Climate Action: Urban or community-based action plans pioneering the 

transition to climate neutral and/or climate resilient society, including climate-neutral cities plans and actions, for instance in the 

context of the EU Mission ‘Climate-neutral and smart cities’ and Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (EUR 30 million).

- Urban Innovative Action: References to the Cities Mission and the Adaptation Mission in call topics "greener cities" 

(overall budget EUR 120 million) and “energy transition” (overall budget EUR 90 million)

- Regional Operational Programmes: References to the Cities Mission in some national and regional programmes, 

joint meetings with national and regional managing authorities



11
dutpartnership.eu/capacities/
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Help with access to funding and finance

• Involvement of different services of the European Investment Bank in the review of 

Investment Plan components of CCCs

• EIB advisory: Central access point in EIB for different services (ELENA, JASPERS, 

InvestEU Advisory Hub)

• NEW EUR 2 billion lending envelope from the EIB for cities with the Mission Label
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NEW The Climate City Capital Hub
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Work with the private sector

- Involvement of private partners in cities’ Climate City Contracts

- Analysis of aggregate needs for products and services in CCC Investment Plans 

by the Mission Platform to allow companies to gauge future demand and to lower

prices for cities

- National industry roundtables as a follow-up to «Clean Transition Dialogue» for 

cities, hosted by EVP Šefčovič in March 2024
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What’s next?

- 25 October 2024: Fourth and last submission window for CCCs

- 6-8 May 2025: Annual Cities Mission conference, Vilnius
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#MissionCities

#EUmissions  

#HorizonEU
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